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Letter From The Editorial Team

Dear Odia Friends and Family, it gives us immense pleasure in presenting another edition of “Aama Aaina”

1e adinon promises to keep you engaged as i the years past, while building on the artistic and literary talents of our

uth members. As editors, we noticed that this magazine is really a smorgasbord of a diverse community. Whilst,

we ll come from or relate to this special place called Odisha, we all have expressed this connection in our distinct way

- this magazine. We, the editors, have tried our best to retain the original intent of every article or piece of work
~resented 1n this magazine by limiting our editorial comments to the bare minimum.

As the two Odia words “Aama Aaina” suggest, members of the OSA community have really made this
cdion their “own’ by sharing their thoughts and expressions in many ways: poems, drawings, articles, and photos.
Fach one of us that reads an article or admires a picture or photograph will undoubtedly “reflect” on their own.
When we reflect on our own experiences through the expressed and implied thoughts of the author of an article, we
inherently build “connections”™ which is the very essence of this community. We, the editors, hope that these
connectons that vou build will stand the test of time and you will cherish this edition of “Aama Aaina” now and into
the future.

We would like to thank Niladri Roy for creating cover image for the magazine. We would like to thank all
contriburors and all individuals that encouraged a contributor to write that first, second, or third draft of an article.
We also would like to thank the OSA NY-NJ chapter leadership for trusting us with the job of editing this edition of
“Aama Aaina”. We hope you enjoy reading as much as we enjoyed publishing as a team!
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Aama Aina Editors -
Manas Ranjan Swain, Ranjita Mishra and Anshuman Panigrahi




Manas Ranjan Swain Ranjita Mishra Anshuman Panigrahi

Let’s Look to The Sky: The Next 50 Years of Our
Journey Starts Here

Dear Fellow Odias - Chaitali and I wish you the very best for Kumar Purnima.
Our community is stronget together. We are progressing on all fronts. Our
events are receiving maximum participation. We are experimenting new
venues to accommodate our attendance. Our volunteers are work very hard

and making impossible possible. Their contribution is commendable.

Soon after assuming the role, opportunity presented to host 50" convention.
Leaders of our community came together and deliberated meticulously. We
submitted a thorough proposal. The proposal was evaluated by a committee
comprising of past three conveners. We were interviewed thoroughly by the
committee. In the end, OSA Board of Governors voted on the
recommendation of the selection committee which gave OSANYN] chapter the opportunity to host the Golden
Jubilee celebration. We feel really proud to host the 50™ convention. We received the message to be inclusive, yes,
we are living by that. Let’s come together and celebrate 50 glorious years of togetherness and build bridges to the

future.

We celebrated Utkal Divas for the first time in Consulate General of India, New York in April 2018. Odias
from New Jersey, New York, Connecticut and Massachusetts descended to celebrate this occasion. Our children paid
respect to Utkala Janani. Riti Mohanty sang Bande Utkala Janani and inspired all who were present in the celebration.
Our volunteers orchestrated well-choreographed program like a clock.  Consul General Honorable Sandip
Chakravorty recognized our ability to run the program on time.

Changing immigration landscape has been a constant source of worry to our community members who live
and work here in various work VISAs. While we cannot change the landscape, we can equip our society with timely
information. We have invited immigration lawyer Nandini Nair to educate us on immigration trends and to answer
questions in our events and via webinar.

Our children are our future. Keeping that in mind, we have continued the mentorship program. This
program needs to be conducted more frequently. Challenges faced by our children is enormous. A well-run
mentorship program will benefit us all.

SAT is key to the door of higher education. Our community members conducted SAT tests. They offered
assessment to the participating children. What a great way to improve college admission! ’

Every now and then, a community member needs our assistance — financially, physically and morally. Our
community has responded to such calls. When a fellow Odia from Canada in New Hamp;‘hire t:aced a life tf;rczlting
prolonged illness, our community opened up its wallet. Our community arranged repartition of body in a tragedy.
Our community attended court heating and appealed for leniency to judge in New York City. Our community is our
social security. Let us grow our community and the community will stand tall together. ' ’

We have created and maintained a website. Our website is serving well to register for events online. Majority
of the registrations are taking place online. Now, we are able to solve supply and demand accurately for the first time.
I am pleased to inform you all that our chapter is a pioneer in web and digital technology. ‘

Chapter Executive Team is a dream team. I would like to thank them for their service to the community.
would also like to thank Management Committee for its service. Without the editorial team, publishing this souvenir
would have been impossible. I would like to thank them as well. Without our sponsors publishing the book would
have been economically challenging. T would like to thank them for their supporr. )




D Uma Ballav Mishra is chosen as the Convener for the 50" Convention. This is the Golden Jubilee

Convenoon. This will require us to raise money and register families at least twice that of the largest convention held
by our community. We have to think and act “out of the box™ to meet the financial challenge and demand on our
volunteers. 1 call upon all of vou to register, request your friends and familics to register as well as to look out for
sponsorship. We are working very hard to deliver incredible experiences. We will launch all marketing tricks in the
book, but there s no marketing more ettective than ‘word of mouth”.  So, we rely on “you” to be our brand
ambassador.

We have alot of work in front of us. We can go as far as we can dream. Let’s look to the sky. Let’s build
bridges to the next fitty vears while we celebrate 50 glorious years of our togetherness. Let’s integrate the new arrivals

and generations born here to make our community vibrant and stronger together.

Sincerely,

Indbordi AN

Sribatsa Das

President

Odisha Society of Americas
New York/New Jersey Chapter
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Message from OSA Convener

r and privilege to officiate as the convener of the OS\ 2019 \nd for the

& nme m ten vears 1 am left to ponder the reason why the members of OSA NY
N1 chapter chose me. 1 am an old retired cancer doctor and had very little ime in my
irture artistic and/or creative hobbies. Now that [ am asked rto write in the

publicaton “Aama Aaina” here s my humble assessment. [ came ro this

triv 46 vears ago and worked mv way to achieve the American Dream. We has

s partiapated m OSA activities and attended many conventions [ never ran for

ftice and I think that was a good thing.
var Chanrer has cone through the evolutionary process that has made it stronger. This society is the beacon for the
idias in Oddisha It mught <ound like 2 hyperbole, but like the Statue of Liberty we have welcomed the Odias coming
hrough the NYC amports. Every newcomer knew someone in this geographical area to allay their homesickness.
Thers was 2 place 10 go to have Ganesh Puja, Saraswati Puja and Kumar Purnima. The membership grew by leaps
and hounds and every successive generation brought in their hope and enthusiasm. [ marvel at the energy and rhe
problem sohang abilitv of the current leadership. Many of them are our children’s age or a little older. They grew up
im 2 different Odisha than our times. The demographic change has had a different socioeconomic etfect in rheir
mhnngng. The literacy in Odisha was a bare 17% for Odia male when [ went to school. A lot has changed. The
aew Odiz rmmugrants are brilliant, hardworking, resourceful and at the same time they are brought up by their parents
respect therr elders. May be that 1s why this 70+ year old retiree has been chosen to lead them in the biggest
Celebration ot our commurnity.
] have no doubt, we will have a gala celebration and people will be talking about how much fun they had.
Ihetr will go back with many more contacts in their smart phone and memories to cherish. We have a big logtsties
swehemorh 1o tackle and it will happen.  All the loose ends will be joined together. Stay focused and stay hopetul.
There 1€ no “17 1n the team. It should be a fun experience, and no one should feel slighted. [n order to realize the
dream for 2 successful 50th convennon we have to bring our resources together. Since 2009 [ have seen the creanvin
2nd the pragmancm of this group and | have no doubt the convention will be a success. Our collectve strengrh will
Lt us 2l We need the financial commitment and more so the tme commitment. Bring torward your ideas and join
i Thic drezm will become 2 wonderful realization depending on our possession to financial resources. For the
cuccess of thie enormous event, financial assurance will be a necessary condition; whereas, swarm ot volunteers will
ot as 2 sufficient condinon. Fach and every Odia living in Tri-state area must adhere to these two condinions in order
) be part of the success. We should collecuvely act on strategies to strengthen our tinancial backbone with suppores
from sponsors by registering for the event as early as possible. Not because we want to show oft but because we
want 1o ger the extended Odia community more nvolved.  We are almost microscopic in our membership as an
ethnic group. We should know that as people of color, our strength will always be in our numbers. We have many
cuccessful Odias in many walks of life contnbuting to US economy and their respecave communities. Our second
generation is well educated and well-rounded Americans. We need them o introduce themselves as Odia Americans
and form a bond among themselves to lift everyone.  Just like any community we will have among our midst some
whe are not as successful, as healthy or as smart. And it should be always our priority to look out tor them.
In conclusion | am very happy to lead a group of leaders because it doesn’t take much ettore. You have w

look after this technologically challenged person more than ever.

Dr. Uma Ballav Mishra
Convener
Odisha Society of Americas



OSA NY/N]J Chapter Executive Team — 2017-2019

Left to right — Subhashish Tripathy (Vice President), Tanmayee Mohapatra (Cultural Secretary), Annie
Mohapatra, (General Secretary), Kuldip Mohapatra (Event Coordinator), Hemant Pradhan (Treasurer), Sribatsa

Das (President)

Our Heartfelt Thanks to the Past Executive Team




Left to right — Sudhendu Das (General Secretany). Bijay Mohanty (Dramatic Secretary), Ranjita Mishra (Cultural

Secretary), Chaitali Roy (Vice President), Hemant Pradhan (Treasurer) and Sridhar Rana (President)

Sti Ganesha & Heart
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Drisha Mishra is a 18 year old student studying at Seton Hall University,
majoring in Public Relatons. She loves to be with friends and family, trn\'él, ‘
cat, paint, volunteer and do makeup. She believes that no matter how far one |
can fall, they can always get up and push forward no matter the obstacles put

against them.

Love does not claim possession but gives freedom. - Rabindranath Tagore



http://www.3tigermartialarts.com
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MIXED MARTIAL
ARTS SCHOOL

SPIRITUAL,
MENTAL,
PHYSICAL,

TRADITIONAL, AND
PHILOSOPHICAL.

GRAND MASTER
JAY B. KOH

All students have potential
whether they know it or
not. Regardless of one's
mental, physical, or socia!
status, everyone has the
ability to excel and succe
in this beautiful Martial
Arts here at Mixed Martial
Arts School.




Bushkill Falls - Niagara of Pennsylvania
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Lisa Mishra is currentdy an  Electrical and  Computer  Engineering
) s S
! undergraduate at Carnegie Mellon University. Her hobbies include painting and

~ drawing, reading, and writng,
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